
Maryjane Kenney Z~c?4,kC6~
From: Jane Ceraso [Jane@actonwater.com]
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2008 10:40 AM
To: Andrew Magee; Doug Halley; Board of Selectmen
Cc: Mary Michelman; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; breagor@concordma.gov; James Okun;

Steve Ledoux; Chris Allen
Subject: RE: W. A. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund site - Town Comments

Hi All: Since I can’t attend the Monday night meeting I’d like to put an FYI in here. The
AWD has been in the loop on the 1,4 dioxane detection, and for the past 2 years has been
conducting regular monitoring for this unregulated compound at all Assabet and School
Street wells. We use a lab that can detect a PQL of 0.2 ug/L and also have them flag any
detections between the PQL and MDL. We have pretty consistently seen levels in most of
these wells around 0.2 ug/L or just below.

We agree that proper and more timely notification should have been provided for the 1,4
dioxane detection at AR-30D. Grace did call me to discuss their monitoring follow—up to
the AR-30D detection, and agreed to use the same lab we use and the same (extremely low)
PQL in their follow up investigations.

Jane Ceraso
Environmental Manager
Acton Water District
P0 Box 953
Acton, M2~. 01720
phone: 978-263-9107
fax: 978-264-0148
www. actonh2o. corn

Original Message
From: Magee, Andy [mailto:amagee@Epsilonassociates .com]
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2008 8:59 AN
To: Doug Halley; Board of Selectmen
Cc: Mary Michelman; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; Jane Ceraso; breagor@concordrna.gov;
James Okun; Steve Ledoux
Subject: RE: W. R. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund site - Town Comments

Agreed.

Lauren:

I’d like to discuss this Monday night.

Thanks,

-Andy

Original Message
From: Doug Halley [mailto:dhalley@acton-ma.gov]
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2008 8:17 AN
To: Board of Selectmen
Cc: Mary Michelman; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; Jane Ceraso; ‘breagor@concordma.gov’;
‘James Okun’; Steve Ledoux
Subject: RE: W. R. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund site - Town Comments

Mr. Golden is correct that in 2006 a notification was made regarding the presence of 1,4
Dioxane in monitoring wells ELF, LF-06C, LF-06N, LF-19SBR, MLF, WLF, MW-06B, MW-06D,
MW-07B and MW-07D. It should be noted that this notification was given within four months
of the sample date. As noted in the Selectmen’s current comment letter awareness of
1,4 Dioxane in AR-30D did not come until the monitoring report of 2007 was received in
August of 2008. EPA did not send out a notification letter as they did in 2006 despite the
fact that the latest monitoring well with 1,4 Dioxane is directly adjacent to the
Christofferson well.
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Mr. Golden’s response below illustrates the difference in approach between 2006 and 2008.
It is reasonable for the Town, Water District and ACES to expect the same type of
notification received now as was done in 2006.

Original Message
From: Golden. Derrick@epamail . epa. gov
[mailto : Golden. Derrick@epamail . epa. gov]

Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2008 5:04 PM
To: Board of Selectmen
Cc: ‘Jennifer.McSweeney@State.ma.us’; Mary Michelman; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; Jane
Ceraso; ‘breagor@concordma.gov’; ‘okung@oto-env.com’; Doug Halley; Steve Ledoux
Subject: Re: W. R. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund site - Town Comments

Dear Ms. Lauren Rosenzwweig,

On September 12, 2008, EPA and MassDEP received, via e-mail, the attached comments dated
September 22, 2008, from the Town of Acton on the 2007 Annual Groundwater Monitoring
Report for the W. R. Grace site.

Thank you for providing EPA & MassDEP with these comments so that we may consider them
for inclusion with our final comments to Grace.

The Town expressed concern about the detection of 1,4 Dioxane in the Northeast area as
well as a concern that the Town was not notified about the detection of 1,4 Dioxane until
August 2008. I would like to clarify that on 09/12/06, two years ago, EPA and Ma55DEP
notified the Acton Water District, the Town of Acton and ACES concerning the detection of
1,4 Dioxane in the Northeast Area. For your files, I have attached the
9/12/06 Dioxane notification letter to this e-mail.

(See attached file: WRGrace 92006 1,4 dioxane results.pdf) (See attached file: WR Grace
Town cmmt on 2007 GWmon report 92008.pdf)

Sincerely

Derrick Scott Golden
Remedial Project Manager
United States Environmental Protection Agency Office of Site Remediation & Restoration
Region 1 - New England One Congress Street, Suite 1100
(HBO) Boston, MA 02114-2023

Tel: 617-918-1448
Fax: 617-918-0448

e-mail: golden.derrick@epa.gov
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Maryjanekenney ~3A~9J3
From: Mary Michelman [msmichelman@comcast.net] 9 fii’ / 02~’
Sent: Monday, September 15, 2008 4:03 PM
To: Golden.Derrick@epamail.epa.gov; ‘McWeeney, Jennifer (DEP)
Cc: Board of Selectmen; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; ‘Jane Ceraso’; Doug Halley; Steve

Ledoux; okun @ oto-env.com; breagor@concordma.gov; Barb.Weir@ m-e.aecom.com;
White.Sarah@epamail.epa.gov

Subject: ACES Comments, 2007 Monitoring Program Report, WR Grace Site
Attachments: Monitoring Prgrm Rpt 2007WR Grace ACES Comments Sept 15 2008.doc

Hi DerrickandJennifer,

Pleasefind attachedACES conm-ientson the 2007Monitoring ProgramReportfor theWR GraceSite. Thankyou for the
opportunityto providethesecomments.

Maiy

9/15/2008



ACES ~ ActonCitizensfor EnvironmentalSafety

September15,2008

Mr. Derrick Golden,EPARemedialProjectManager
US EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
EPARegion1, Suite 1100
1 CongressStreet
Boston,MA 02114-2023

Ms. JenniferMcWeeney,DEPProjectManager
Bureauof WasteSite Cleanup
MA Departmentof EnvironmentalProtection
OneWinterStreet
Boston,MA 02108

Re: Monitoring ProgramReport,2007
WR GraceSuperfundSite,Acton, Massachusetts
Reportpreparedby GeoTrans
Dated: July31, 2008

DearMr. GoldenandMs. McWeeney,

Thankyoufor the opportunityto providethesecomments,on behalfof ACES,on the2007
Monitoring ProgramReportforthe WRGraceSuperfundSite in Acton. As requested,I am
sendingyouACES commentsby September15,2008.

Comments:

1. Notification of AWD (p.3-14to 3-15; Table 3-6)
It is ACES understandingthatthe ActonWaterDistrict, (aswell astheTown of Actonand
ACES), learnedof the 1 ,4-dioxanedetectionsin theNortheastAreafor thefirst timeby reading
thejustreleased2007 WRGraceMonitoring Reportin August2008. Thewell with thehighest
detectionin the NortheastArea,AR-30D, is locatedadjacentto the Christoffersonpublic well.

Pleasenotify theActon WaterDistrict as soonas possiblewheneverthereis anydetectionthat
maybe of concernto them. Whetherit is 1 ,4-dioxaneor someothercontaminantthat is closeby
oneof thepublic wells or furtherupgradientof it, pleasenotify the AWD as soonas possibleso
that theymayperformtheir ownadditionalsamplingor takeanyotherappropriatestepsto protect
the watersupply. Accordingto thereport, 1 ,4-dioxanemonitoringwas donein Septemberof
2007. Evengiven thetimenecessaryfor datavalidation,theAWD shouldhavebeengiven some
advancenoticeof the detection,andnot havehadto learnaboutit for thefirst time by readingthe
monitoringreport in August2008.

2. 1,4Dioxane(p3-14to 3-15; Table3-6)
Thecurrentreportstates: “Due to the detectionof 1,4-dioxaneat4.4ugIL adjacentto the
ChristoffersonPublicWaterSupplywell, Graceproposesto collectadditional 1 ,4-dioxane
groundwatersamplesduringthe 2008 groundwatersamplinground.”

ACESCommentson Monitoring ProgramReport,2007,WRGraceSite, 9/15/08



Thankyou for adding1,4-dioxanesamplingto AR-31S,AR-31D, PS-22BandPS-29Bin the
2008samplinground. Pleasenotify theActon stakeholders,especiallytheAWD, as soonas
possiblewith the2008 resultsandcontinuethis samplingin futureannualmonitoringrounds.

3. IncludenewMW-06 wells in annualsampling
PleaseincludethenewNortheastAreamonitoringwells MW-06D1 andMW-06D2 in the 2008
andsubsequentannualmonitoringrounds.

Pleaseconsider:

Baselinedata
It is importantto establishabaselinedatasetfor MW-06D1 andMW-06D2. Thesewells are
ideally locatedto detectpast,current,or futuremigrationof contaminantsto, from or within
shallowerdepthsin thispartof theNortheastArea. The highestcontaminantconcentrations
currentlyfoundatdepthin the NortheastArea arein thevicinity of MW-06. Giventhatfuture
groundwaterextractionwells arelikely to be sitednearby,it is prudentto beginningsamplingthe
newMW-06wells on aregularbasisas soonaspossibleto establishthis baselinedataset.This is
especiallyrelevantgiventhe recentconcernsexpressedby WR Graceaboutthepotential
movementof contaminantsdueto pumpingeffectsfrom futureextractionwells, (NortheastArea
GroundwaterPre-DesignResultsReport,May 5, 2008.)

Sentinnelwell—other contaminants
WhileVDC, benzeneandvinyl chloride werenot detectedon 12/21/07atMW-06D1 andMW-
06D2, othercontaminantsthatcouldbe of concernto theActonWaterDistrict weredetected.

Theseinclude2-Butanone,acetone,chloroform,MTBE andTCEat MW-06D1; and2-Butanone,
acetone,andMTBE atMW-06D2. Monitoring MW-06D1 andMW-06D2couldprovidethe
addedbenefitof providingvaluableinformationfor theActonWaterDistrict.

No conventionalsampling done,only PDB sampling?—underestimatesMTBE?
Thecurrentreportshowsonly passivediffusive bag, (PDB), samplingforMW-06D1 andMW-
06D2on 12/21/07. Are anyadditionalVOC dataavailablefor thesewells, includingdata
collectedusingconventionalsamplingmethods?Oneof the limitations of PDB samplersis that
theyunderestimateconcentrationsof MTBE and1 ,4-Dioxane.Evenso, MTBE was detectedat
bothof thesewells. PleasealsosampleMW-06D1 andMW-06D2 with conventionalsampling
methods.

Theappropriatenessof usingthePDB samplingmethodis still underevaluationatthesite. At
othermonitoringwells with amonitoringhistoryusingconventionalmethods,newPDB results
arebeingcomparedwith thesehistoricalresults. SinceMW-06D1 andMW-06D2 arebothnew
wells without anextensivesamplinghistorythereis no conventionaldatasetto compareto PDB
datain orderto assesswhetheror not theresultsareaccuratefor this samplinglocation. It is
prematureto baseadecisionto discontinuemonitoringatthesenewwells basedon theresultsof
onemonitoringroundusinga samplingmethodthatis still underevaluation.

4. Nickel, (p. 3-12 to 3-13);
Pleaseinvestigatethe detectionsof nickel at theWR GraceSite,especiallyin closeproximity to
the ActonWaterDistrict public drinkingwaterwells. Therelevantstandardfor nickel is lOOppb.
Elevatedlevelsof nickelhavebeendetectedin thepastatmonitoringwell AR-29SBRlocated
verycloseto the Lawsbrookpublicwell (36Oppbin 2002;2l4ppbin 2003; 272in 2006; lower

-2-

ACESCommentson Monitoring ProgramReport,2007,WR GraceSite,9/15/08



concentrationsweredetectedin otheryears).The Lawsbrookwell is locatedslightly to the
northeastof AR-29SBR.

Thecurrentreportshowsan elevatedlevelof nickel at adifferentwell, alsoin closeproximity to
theLawsbrookwell. lO2ppb of nickel was detectedin 2007 at monitoringwell AR-3 iS. This
well is locatedbetweentheLawsbrookandScribnerpublic wells/weilfields. Thereappearsto be
anincreasingtrendin nickel concentrationsin AR-3 is since2002. Thereportcitedsampling
issuesas apotentialcauseof thehigh detectionin 2007. Pleasetakewhateverstepsarenecessary
to furtherinvestigatethe highnickeldetections.

Concentrationof Nickel in AR-315 (partsperbillion)

SamplingDate Nickel concentration(ppb)
9/20/07 102
10/25/06 62
9/23/05 43.4
9/20/04 10.2
9/15/03 2.6B

5. Monitoring Plan ReleaseDate:
Pleasereleasethe2008 Monitoring PlanReportandsubsequentyearreportsearlierin the yearto
providemoretimefor thereviewof thepreviousyear’sresultsbeforethestartof the next round
of annualsampling. This will allow for sufficienttimefor reviewandanyrecommendedchanges
beforethenextsamplingroundbegins. With mailingtime, the currentreport,datedJuly 31,
2008,was not availableuntil August2008. Accordingto this July’sMonthlyUpdatefor the site,
the 2008 annualsamplingroundwas dueto beginin lateAugust,or in September.

Thankyouagainforthe opportunityto providetheseACES commentson theMonitoring
ProgramReport,2007for theWRGraceSuperfundSite in Acton.

sincerely,

Mary Michelman
ACES President

cc: ActonBoardof Selectmen
ChrisAllen, AWD
StephenAnderson,Anderson& Kreiger
JaneCeraso,AWD
Doug Halley, ActonHealthDirector
SteveLedoux,ActonTown Manager
JimOkun, OT&O
Brent Reagor,ConcordHealthDirector
BarbaraWeir, M&E
SarahWhite, USEPA

-3-
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Maryjane Kenney

From: Doug Halley
Sent: Friday, September 19, 2008 8:17 AM
To: Board of Selectmen
Cc: Mary Michelman; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; Jane Ceraso; ‘breagor@concordma.gov’;

‘James Okun’; Steve Ledoux
Subject: RE: W. R. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund site - Town Comments

Mr. Golden is correct that in 2006 a notification was made regarding the presence of 1,4
Dioxane in monitoring wells ELF, LF-06C, LF-06N, LF-19SBR, MLF, WLF, MW-06B, MW-OGD,
MW-07B and MW-07D. It should be noted that this notification was given within four months
of the sample date. As noted in the Selectmen’s current comment letter awareness of 1,4
Dioxane in AR-30D did not come until the monitoring report of 2007 was received in August
of 2008. EPA did not send out a notification letter as they did in 2006 despite the fact
that the latest monitoring well with 1,4 Dioxane is directly adjacent to the
Christofferson well. Mr. Golden’s response below illustrates the difference in approach
between 2006 and 2008. It is reasonable for the Town, Water District and ACES to expect
the same type of notification received now as was done in 2006.

Original Message
From: Golden.Derrick@epamail.epa.gov [mailto:Golden.Derrick@epamail .epa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, September 17, 2008 5:04 PM
To: Board of Selectmen
Cc: ‘Jennifer.McSweeney@State.ma.us’; Mary Michelman; Chris Allen; Stephen Anderson; Jane
Ceraso; ‘breagor@concordma.gov’; ‘okung@oto-env.com’; Doug Halley; Steve Ledoux
Subject: Re: W. R. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund site - Town Comments

Dear Ms. Lauren Rosenzwweig,

On September 12, 2008, EPA and MassDEP received, via e-mail, the attached comments dated
September 22, 2008, from the Town of Acton on the 2007 Annual Groundwater Monitoring
Report for the W. R. Grace site.

Thank you for providing EPA & MassDEP with these comments so that we may consider them
for inclusion with our final comments to Grace.

The Town expressed concern about the detection of 1,4 Dioxane in the Northeast area as
well as a concern that the Town was not notified about the detection of 1,4 Dioxane until
August 2008. I would like to clarify that on 09/12/06, two years ago, EPA and MassDEP
notified the Acton Water District, the Town of Acton and ACES concerning the detection of
1,4 Dioxane in the Northeast Area. For your files, I have attached the 9/12/06 Dioxane
notification letter to this e-mail.

(See attached file: WR Grace 9_2006 1,4 dioxane results.pdf) (See attached file: WRGrace
Town cmmt on 2007 GWmon report 92008.pdf)

Sincerely

Derrick Scott Golden
Remedial Project Manager
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Site Remediation & Restoration
Region 1 - New England
One Congress Street, Suite 1100 (HBO)
Boston, MA 02114-2023

Tel: 617-918-1448
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Fax: 611-918-0448

e-mail: golden.derrick@epa.gov
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Superfund RecordsCenter
SITE:. ~ ~

SDMS DodD 259648 BREAK: __________________

OTHER: ~
UNITED STATESENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION AGENCY.

NEWENGLAND — REGION 1
ONE CONGRESSSTREETSUITE 1100

BOSTON MASSACHUSETrS 02114-2023~ID
September 12,2006

Mr~Jim Darning
District Manager
WaterSupplyDistrict ofActon
693 MassachusettsAvenue
P.O. Box953

• Acton,MA 01720-0953

Re~ Recent1,4-DloxaneGroundwaterResultsfrom the W.R. Grace (Acton Plant) Superfund (site)
locatedin Actonand Concord,MA.

DearMr. Doming:

ibe U.S. Environmental ProtectionAgency(EPA).andtheMassachusettsDepartmentof Environmental
Protection(MaSsDEP)both receiveda letterdatedAugust9,2005fromGeoTrans,Inc.,concernIngtheW.
R. GraceSuperfundsite in ActonMassachusetts.As you mayknow, GeoTranshasbeenperforming
envirOnmentalconsultingservicesatthesiteonbehalfofW. R. Grace& Co. forsometimenow~

In anticipation of theupcomingremedialdesignfo~thenewgroundwatertreatmentsystematthesite,W. R.
Grace directed GeoTransto collectgroundwater samples from tanlocations near where groundwater
extractionis expected to occur, I.e. thelandfill and Northeastareas. Samplesfrom these wells were
analyzed for 1,4-dioxane, arsenic, chromium, iron, lead, manganese andnickel The analytical resultsand
samplinglocationsfrom the AuguSt9,2006 memo areincludedwith this letter.TheI ,4-dloxaneresults
rangedfrom non-detect(2 pgIL wasthedetection limit) to a maximumof 38 pg/L in landfill well #LF-06C.
MassDEP has proposeda drinking water standardof 3.0 pg/I for I ,4-dioxane.

A copy of the August 9,2006, samplIng resultswas forwarded to Mr. Paul Andersonatthe MassDEP Water
Supply, Bureauof ResourceProtection,located in the CentralRegionfor their evaluation.

Also, bothEPA and MassDEP(Bureau of Solid Waste) havebeen reviewingthis data and are evaluating
possibleoutcomes including therequirementto have
W. R. Graceanalyze for 1, 4-dloxaneas part of futuregroundwater monitoringactivities
If you havequestions or require additional darificatirn,pleas,~.~ontactmyself of Dan Keefe regarding this

matter.

DerrickGolden
RemedialProjectManager
Office ofRemedlationandRestoration
EnvironmentalProtectionAgency

• cc: GretchenMuench, EPA
DanKeefe, MassDEP
Maryellen Johns, W. R. Grace
Doug Hailey, AntonBoard of Health
Paul Anderson,MassDEP
PaulaCaron, Ma8sDEP
Mary Michiernan, ACES



~9TranS; ~.

www.geotransinc.com

6 LancasterCounly Road

Harvard,MA 01 451

978-772-7557 FAX 978-772-6183

P.N. 3008.023.08

August 9%2006

RE: May 2006BOC GasesandLandfill Area Groundwater SamplingResults,
W. B.. GraceSuperfund Site,Acton, Massachusetts

Gentlemen:

This letter presentsthe analytical resultsof groundwatersamplesthatwerecollectedfrom
ten locations nearwheregroundwaterextraction is expectedto occur aspartofthe final Site
remedy.This samplingwasdoneto supportthedesignofthe groundwater treatmentsystem.

Groundwatersampleswerecollectedfrom ten wells on May. 23-24,2006,six wells in the
areasouthof the Industrial Landfill and fourwells at BOC’(3~ses.The sampleswereanalyzed
for 1,4-dioxane,total anddissolvedarsenic,chromium,iron, lead,manganeseandnickel, and
total phosphorus.The following wells weresampled:unconsolidateddepositsextractionwells
ELF, MLF, andWLF; unconsolidateddepositsmonitoringwells LF-06C, MW-06D, and
MW-07D; andbedrockwells LF-19SBR.LF-06N, MW-06B, andMW-07B. The analytical
resultsarepresentedin TablesI and2.

If youhaveanyquestionsregardingthis letterpleasecall me at (978)-772-7557.

Attachment

• cc: DaveFuerst, O&M, Inc.
JackGuswa,JG Environmental
MaryellenJohns,Remediuni
MftchObradovi~,Remedium
BarbaraWeir,Metcalf& Eddy

Mr. Derrick Golden
WasteManagementDivision
U.S.EnvironmentalProtectionAgency

RegionI
1 CongressStreet,Suite1100
Boston, MA 02114-2023.

Mr. DanielKeefe
BureauofWasteSiteCleanup
MA Departmentof Environmetital

Protection
OneWinterStreet
Boston, MA 02108

Sincerely,

/L~4~
AnneBenjaminSheehan

Project Manager

ABS/gsk



Table1. Analytical Resultsfrom GroundwaterSamples,Landfill Area.

Concentrationsin j.tgfLDUP - DuplicateSample

ND (SO)- Compoundnot detectedatlimit indicatedinparentheses.
I - EstimateValue
B EstimatedValue

~~WoMn\uu3\LFBOCdala.ds - LEData

GeoTrans,Inc.
8/8/06

LOCATION
Sample_date

QA_type

ELF
5123/06

N

LF-06C
5/23106

N

f~LF-06NTLF-19SBR
5/23106

N
5/23/06

• DUP

LF-I9SBR
5/23/06

N

. MLF
5/23/06

N

WLF
•5/23/06

N
Parameter . •

1,4-Dioxane 6.6 36 27 13 • 12 1.2J
NI) (50)

2.3
Total Phosphorus 180 744 84.9 ND (50) ND(50) 56.9
Total • • . • .

Arsenic . 89.9 892 15.7: 1.6
.

1.8 B • 48.1 38.1
Chromium ND(2.0l) ND(2.O1) ND(2.01) ND(2.0l) ND(2.01) ND(2.01) ND(2.0l)
Iron • 15500 56600 13500 • 2710 2710 • 18500 5940
Lead 0.192 B 0.102 B . 0.069 B ND(0.052)ND(0.052) 0.948 B 0.114 B
Manganese 3090 6680 614 309 312 5770 1640
Nickel 6.9 12.5 • 5.2 1.7 1.3 8 19.7 7.9

Dissolved • • . • ,

Arsenic 27.1 82.2 •8.1 1.1 B 0.929 B 25.3 27.6
Chromium ND(2.01) ND(2.Ol) ND(2.01) ND(2.01) ND(2.01) 2.6B ND(2.01)

• Iron . 5150 4810 8070 168 152 14200 • 3160
Lead ND(0.052) ND(0.052) ND(0.052) ND(0.052) ND(0.052) 0.154 B 0.077 B
Manganese 2990 19.6 629 298 306 . 5680 1630
Nickel • 6.6 0.073 B 5.1 1.9 B . 1.8 20.4 7.8

NOTES:

j



Table 2. AnalyticalResultsfrom GroundwaterSamples,BOC Gases.

LOCATION
• Sample_date

QAtype

MW-068
5/24/06

N

MW-O6DfMW-07B
5/24/06 5/24/06

N N

MW-07D
5/24106

N
Parameter • •

1,4-Dioxane 0.98 J 0.23 3.7 0.22 3
Total Phosphorus 167 ND (50) 131 ND(50)
Total • •

Arsenic 20.8 1.2 B 37.8 0.377 B

Chromium ND(2.O1) ND(2.0l) ND(2.O1) ND(2.01)
IrOn 149 451 204 30.6B
Lead 0.617B 0.263B Nt) (0.052)ND (0.052)
Manganese 202 5.9 178 4.8 8
Nickel 0.56B l.1B • 2.6B 3

Dissolved
Arsenic 18.2 0.436B • 33.8 0.372 B
Chromium ND(2.Ol) ND(2.Ol) ND(2.0l) 2.4B
Iron • 46.3 B ND (13.1) 33.1B ND (13.1)
Lead 0.398B ND (0.052)ND (0.052)ND (0.052)
Manganese 201 ND (1.12) 174 3.6B
Nickel 0.814B 1.4 - 2.7 • 3.1

NOTES:
Concentrationsin ~~g/L
PUP- DuplicateSample
ND (50) - Compound not detectedat limit indicatedin parentheses.
J - EstimateValue
B - EstimatedValue •

GeoTrans,Inc.
8/8/06C:~Wcrk~Acton’~ou3~L.FBOcdata.xts- BOC Data





TOWN OF ACTON
472 Main Street

Acton, Massachusetts,01720
Telephone (978) 264-9612

Fax (978) 264-9630

September22,2008

Mr. DerrickGolden
WasteManagementDivision
U.S.EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
Region 1
I CongressStreet, Suite 1100
Boston,MA 02114-2023

Ms. JenniferMcWeeney
Bureauof WasteSiteCleanup
MA DepartmentofEnvironmentalProtection
OneWinter Street
Boston,MA 02108

Subject: Commentson Monitoring ProgramReport,2007
W.R. Grace SuperfundSite,Acton,Massachusetts
Reportpreparedby GeoTrans
Dated:July 31, 2008

Gentlemen:

TheActon Boardof Selectmen(Board)havereviewedthe W. R. GraceSuperfundSiteMonitoring
ProgramReport for 2007,datedJuly 31, 2008. Thatreviewraisedconcernsregardingthe 1,4-
dioxane detectionsin theNortheastArea.Althoughthosedetectionswere from samplingof
monitoring wells completedin 2007,theActon WaterDistrict (the “AWD”), BoardandActon
Citizensfor EnvironmentalSafety(ACES) first learnedof theirpresenceby readingthejust
released2007WR Grace Monitoring Reportin August2008.

This isof a particularconcernbecausethemonitoringwell with thehighestdetectionin the
NortheastArea, AR-30D, is locatedadjacent to the AWD’s Christofferson public well. As you are
no doubtaware,1, 4-dioxaneis of particularconcernin watersupply situationsdueto its toxicity,
low rateof naturaldegradationandpotentially rapidmovementin aquifersystems.In addition,
thereare currently no treatment processeson the WaterDistrict’s drinkingwatersupplywells
capableofremoving1 ,4-dioxanefrom rawwater.

Dueto theseconcernstheBoardrequeststhatthe ActonHealthDepartmentandthe AWL) be
notified within forty-eight(48) hourswheneverthere is adetectionof anycontaminantof concern
thatis differentin locationor concentrationthanwhathasbeenpreviouslyreported.Any
contaminantofconcernin close proximity to any of thepublicwells, or thatisup-gradientofour
wells, is obviouslyof particularconcern.Immediatenotification of theAWL) andthe Health
Departmentwill allow theopportunityto performadditionalsamplingor takeanyotherappropriate
stepsto protectthewatersupply.

Board of Selectmen
Lauren Rosenzwe~g,Chairperson



In addition, theBoardagreeswith W. R. Grace’sadditionof 1 ,4-dioxanesamplingto monitoring
wells AR-31S,AR-31D,PS-22BandPS-29Bin the2008 samplinground. However,theBoard
wouldagainrequestthatthe TownBoardof HealthandtheAWL) benotified assoonaspossible
with the2008 resultsfor theseparticularwells sothat atimely assessmentcanbemadeof any
observedcontaminantlevels.TheBoardalsorequeststhatsamplingof thesemonitoringwells
continuein futureannualmonitoringrounds.

With theinstallationofthe new NortheastAreamonitoringwells MW-06D1 andMW-06D2 the
Boardrequeststhattheybeincludedthe2008andsubsequentannualmonitoringrounds.The
Boardbelievesit is importantto establishabaselinedatasetfor thesemonitoringwells. Their
locationsoffer significantbenefitsforunderstandingthepastandpotentialfuturemigrationof
contaminantsin theNortheastArea. Contaminantconcentrationscurrentlyfoundat depthin the
NortheastAreaare in thevicinity of MW-06. Giventhatfuturegroundwaterextractionwells are
likely tobesitednearby,the Boardbelievesit wouldbeprudenttobeginsamplingthesewells on a
regularbasisassoonaspossibleto establishabaselinedataset.This is especiallyrelevantgiven
therecentconcernsexpressedby WR Graceaboutthepotentialmovementofcontaminantsdueto
pumpingeffectsfrom futureextractionwells, (NortheastAreaGroundwaterPre-DesignResults
Report,May 5, 2008.)

TheBoardnotesthatthe currentreportshowsonlypassivediffusivebag,(PDB), samplingfor
MW-O6Dl andMW-06D2 on 12/21/07. Oneof the limitations of PDB samplersis theyhavea
historyof underestimateconcentrationsof MTBE and 1 ,4-Dioxane.Giventhat MTBE was
detectedatbothof thesewells theBoardrequeststhatMW-06D1 andMW-06D2 be alsosampled
with conventionalsamplingmethods.

The appropriatenessof usingthe PDB samplingmethodneedscontinuedevaluationatthe W. R.
Gracesite. Monitoring wellswith ahistoryofusingconventionalmethodsshouldcontinueto be
comparedwith thenewPDB results. SinceMW-O6Dl andMW-06D2 arebothnewwells without
anextensivesamplinghistorythereis no conventionaldatasetto compareto PDB datain orderto
assesswhetheror not theresultsareaccuratefor thissamplinglocation. TheBoardbelievesthatit
is prematureto baseadecisionto discontinuemonitoringatthesenewwellsbasedon theresultsof
onemonitoringroundusingasamplingmethodthatis still underevaluation.

TheBoardrequeststhatthedetectionsofnickel attheWR GraceSite,especiallyin closeproximity
to theActon WaterDistrict publicdrinkingwaterwells beinvestigated.Therelevantstandardfor
nickel is 1 OOppb. Elevatedlevelsof nickelhavebeendetectedin thepastatmonitoringwell AR-
29SBR,locatedvery closeto the Lawsbrookpublicwell (36Oppbin 2002; 2i4ppbin 2003;272 in
2006; lower concentrationsweredetectedin otheryears).TheLawsbrookwell is locatedslightly
to thenortheastofAR-29SBR.

The Boardnotesthatthe2007Monitoring ProgramReportshowsthati02 ppbof nickel was
detectedatmonitoringwellAR-3iS. Thiswell is locatedbetweentheLawsbrookandScribner
publicwell-fields. The Boardis concernedthatthereappearsto beanincreasingtrendinnickel
concentrationsin thiswell since2002. Thereportnotationof samplingissuesasapotentialcause
of thehigh detectionin 2007 fails to takeinto accountthehistoricalnickelconcentrations.

TheBoardis extremelyconcernedaboutthe latereleaseof the2007 Monitoring ProgramReport.
A oneyeardifferentialbetweenthe collectionof samplesandreportingoftheresultsis not
consistentwith industrystandards.It is difficult for the Board,AWD andACES to haveafull and
timelyunderstandingof themonitoringprogramwhensignificantdelaysoccurregardingthe
reportingof monitoringresults.



TheBoardrequeststhatthe2008 Monitoring ProgramReportandsubsequentyearreportsbe
releasedearlierin theyearto providemoretimefor thereview ofthe previousyear’sresultsbefore
thestartof the nextroundof annualsampling. At a minimumthereportfrom thepreviousyear
shouldbeavailableby the endof thefirst quarterof thenextyear.This will allow sufficienttime
for reviewandanyrecommendedchangesbeforethenextsamplingroundbegins. With mailing
time, thecurrentreport,datedJuly 31, 2008,wasnot availableuntil August2008. Accordingto
thisJuly’s Monthly Updatefor thesite, the 2008annualsamplingroundwasdueto beginin late
August,or in September.

TheBoardthanksEPA andDEPfor theopportunityto providethesecommentson theMonitoring
PlanReport,2007.

Sincerely,

LaurenRosenzweig
Chairperson
Acton Board of Selectmen

Cc: Mary Michelman, ACES
ChrisAllen, AWL)
StephenAnderson,Anderson& Kreiger
Jane Ceraso,AWD
Doug Halley,Acton HealthDirector
SteveLedoux,ActonTownManager
Jim Okun,OT&O
Brent Reagor,ConcordHealthDirector
SarahWhite, USEPA


